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PART IV – WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE
   Today's edition of Seeing the Round Corners  presents the recommendations of Governor Hickenlooper's Task Force on Wildfire Insurance and Forest Health (the Report).  Take note, the Task Force readily acknowledged that “some” of the recommendations would be controversial and difficult to implement.  
Continue and enhance state-supported grant funding for wildfire risk mitigation:  The Colorado Forest Restoration Grant Program is authorized at  $2.4 million (appropriations vary because the fund is tied to the Severance Tax revenues). The Wildfire Risk Grant Reduction Program funding is at $9.8 million annually.
· Risk reduction programs such as these two have significant return on investment, showing $10 million for mitigation will save an estimated $100 million in avoided suppression costs;
· Not tying funding to a specific Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) would mean homeowners or specific neighborhoods will not be excluded even if they are not yet part of a formalized CWPP; and
   There may be future opportunities to tie funding availability to completion of mitigation tasks as recommended in the Report.
Create a pilot program for prescribed fire with more flexible air quality permitting options from the CDPHE:  The Task Force supports the Air Pollution Control Division developing a new approach whereby a “general permit” would be issued that would allow for more flexibility in the use of broadcast and pile burns, coupled with extensive public notification, education, and air quality monitoring.
· Streamlined approach paves the way for increased prescribed burning;
· Streamlined approach minimizes exposure to smoke and protects public health; and
· All prescribed burns occur within a state framework of necessary conditions on the ground to maximize safety.
Work with stakeholders to identify and disseminate consistent information about best management practices (BMPS) and watershed impacts in the WUI:  Convene a stakeholder group to coordinate messaging on BMPS for forest management and wildfire prevention to capitalize on the wealth of existing efforts which is readily available and scientifically valid – no need to reinvent the wheel.
· BMPS for watershed and water quality protection should also be addressed through this process; and
· Local governments may benefit from this information as they make land use decisions;
CSFS is the lead technical forestry entity in the state and should lead the effort;
· Goals should include “breaking down the current silos, sharing information, and ultimately identifying and disseminating consistent information for homeowners.”
   The Task Force takes on Building and Activities in the Wildland Urban Interface, still without acknowledging government responsibility for protecting the forest even if people did not live in the WUI. Today's edition will present the Task Force's Issue Statement and Key Principles with the background and details next week. From the Report:
   The Task Force agreed on the following key principles:
· Homeowners in the WUI should bear the majority of the responsibility for risk mitigation on their specific properties in the WUI.
· Sustained, comprehensive mitigation efforts can be effective tools for reducing wildfire risk and losses.
· A one-size-fits-all approach does not work since ecological conditions such as terrain and vegetation type vary widely across the state.
· Local governments should continue to be active partners in any approach that the state adopts, with attention paid to the limited resources those entities may have available for implementation and/or enforcement.
   The Task Force acknowledged a variety of planning tools available to local governments, zoning officials, planners and fire/emergency managers to address community wildfire risk: comprehensive planning, land use regulation, zoning overlays, building codes and standards, and non-regulatory or voluntary programs such as Firewise Communities and Community Wildfire Protection Plans. A variety of scales is suggested that can be implemented at the county, community, neighborhood or subdivision level, rather than a state-wide approach.
   Next week, the background on the issue statements set forth in the previous paragraphs, what's going on in other areas of the West and more about just what proposals are being considered to take away the property rights of everyone living in the Wildland Urban Interface.
   Beware and pay close attention because homeowners and their property rights in the WUI will face serious threats when the legislature convenes in January!
   The reader's comments are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
